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What is BackIt™? 
BackIt is an MDL (MicroStation Development Language) application, written by Australian 
Data Systems, that automatically performs cyclic backups of design files. BackIt is certified 
for MicroStation 95, SE, J and V8 and PowerDraft. It is compatible with all popular operating 
systems: Intel Windows, DOS and several flavours of Unix. The developers recommend that 
it be run as a Design Application that is loaded automatically every time a new drawing is 
opened. 

 

The purpose of BackIt is to augment your regular system wide backups and to make it easy 
for the MicroStation user to recover from a file corruption without losing at least a day's work. 
Once the backup parameters have been set, BackIt works quietly in the background, making 
periodic copies of any design file you access. If you notice a problem, tick the Panic box and 
hit the File History button to see a list of the backed up versions of your file, including file 
sizes and backup times. You then have the choice to restore one of these copies as your 
current master file - all from within the BackIt environment. 

You may choose your preferred BackIt operating environment: MicroStation key-ins, menu 
commands, toolbox, or a combination of menu commands and toolbox. The settings dialog 
allows you to set the interval between backups - anywhere from one minute to five hours - 
and the number of backup copies to keep for a particular file - between one and nine. 
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DATA LOSS?? 

…why not consign it to history? 

 

 

 
 
Have you experienced: 
 
� Operating system glitches? 

� MicroStation system errors? 

� Large scale operation errors? 

� Electrical power loss on your computer or network? 

� "Undo" buffers that are too small … too late? 

You have probably experienced one or more of these problems.  If you haven't 
saved your data in the last 30 minutes, the headaches begin… 

Deisgn file data loss means costly project restarts.  Why not consider a file 
backup utility that will minimise or virtually eliminate this problem? 

BackIt is an MDL application that works in the background of MicroStation 
design sessions, quietly saving your precious data in a series of backup files.  
You can define a directory for storing these files, and set BackIt to save them 
at the time interval you prefer. BackIt will save up to nine copies of your 
work, without overwriting the initial backup file. Talk about an insurance 
policy… 

BackIt is available for MicroStation and PowerDraft and is ported for a 
variety of platforms. 

 

Call Australian Data Systems today. 

Can you afford not to? 


